INTERESTS AND OCCUPATIONS
Ambassador." He had an aviary of his own In the
gardens of Sayes Court, and notes with amusement
when the Marquis of Argyle mistakes turtle doves for
owls.
From his Numismata* it may seem that Evelyn had
made a special study of coins and medals. He had
studied chemistry in his youth. He wrote "An Exact
Account of making Marbled Paper." Astronomy
often occupied his attention, combined as it often was
in those days with the superstitions of astrology. The
meteor of 1681 he observes with apprehension; he
remembers seeing one before the trial of Strafford in
1640. "We have had of late several comets/' he adds,
"which though I believe appear from natural causes
and of themselves operate not, yet I cannot despise
them. They may be warnings from God as they
commonly are forerunners of his animadversions."
With horticulture, botany, arboriculture, literature,
theology, poetry, philology, mathematics, music,
book-collecting, painting, engraving, sculpture,
numismatics, chemistry and astronomy the range of
Evelyn's interests and occupations is by no means
completely covered. Among the papers and notes
from his library, which are now in the British Museum,
there is a chapter on Metaphysics and a paper on the
Art of Stenography, extracts, notes, tables, lists on
historical geographical subjects, on Greek grammar,
on English grammar, and some leaves of a letter or
paper on marital relations and sexual intercourse.
Many instances might be given to show how unlike
*See page 236.